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Hon Kate Doust; Hon Michael Mischin 

KINGS SQUARE — ASBESTOS 

1132. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Commerce: 
I refer to the statement “WorkSafe inspection declares Kings Square construction site safe” of 9 October 2015. 

(1) Is the minister aware that samples were taken late last week that confirm the presence of asbestos on the 
Kings Square construction site? 

(2) Were there any discussions between the minister or his office and the WorkSafe Western Australia 
Commissioner prior to the statement being released? 

(3) Does the minister agree with the statement of the WorkSafe Western Australia Commissioner that he 
was confident the site was safe for work to continue? 

(4) Can the minister confirm that the asbestos was removed in accordance with “the strict guidelines in 
place that control the removal, transportation and disposal of asbestos found in the community”? 

(5) Can the minister advise when the removal of the asbestos on site occurred, who undertook the removal, 
and where the asbestos was removed to? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1)–(2) I heard on 9 October 2015 a radio report that included comments from Michael Buchan of the 
Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union and the response from David Hynes of the Public 
Transport Authority. I was concerned at the comments about the presence of asbestos and WorkSafe’s 
alleged response to contacts by the CFMEU. As a result, I arranged for my office to make inquiries with 
the WorkSafe Western Australia Commissioner. 

(3) It is the role of the commissioner and WorkSafe to respond to workplace issues as is appropriate. When 
necessary, the commissioner also provides me with advice. On this occasion, the commissioner has 
advised me that an inspector visited the workplace and did not identify breaches in relation to the 
concerns about asbestos. 

(4) The commissioner advised in a media statement on 9 October 2015 that, and I quote — 

Operators of the site organised for the removal of the asbestos in accordance with the strict 
guidelines in place that control the removal, transportation and disposal of asbestos found in 
the community. 

(5) The PTA is the government agency with responsibility for the workplace at issue, and the member 
should refer her question to the appropriate minister. 

I should add that I shall be making a statement to this house in due course to inform it more fully as to the 
circumstances of that particular allegation. 
 

 [1] 


	KINGS SQUARE — ASBESTOS
	1132. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Commerce:

